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Congratulations on choosing to celebrate a quinceañera at Saint 

Mary Cathedral.  We hope this celebration will bring you and 
your family closer to God by experiencing the special graces that 

come from celebrating a Mass honoring you and your 15th birth-
day.  

In each quinceañera, we remember the very first 15- year-old who 

made the decision of a lifetime that would change and save the 
entire human race.  The Blessed Virgin Mary was that first 

Quinceañera for whom the Catholic Church celebrates and hon-
ors all 15- year-olds.  A quinceañera is not a “coming of age,” but 

a special moment in the life of each 15- year-old, whereby she re-
dedicates her life to be a more perfect follower of Christ as The 

Blessed Virgin Mary did.  

Mary is the model and intercessor for all 15- year-olds.  
At this age, she was asked of her own free will if she would be the 

one spoken of in the scriptures who would bring forth the Savior.  
Mary could have made many excuses, but instead, she trusted 

and replied,  “
  

With these words, which we know as the “Fiat” or her “Yes,” this 

15- year-old journeyed on a pilgrimage of faith and remained in 
close union with Jesus, all the way to the Cross.  So each 15- year-

old on that  special day will be asked to say her own “Yes” by per-
severing  in the faith as she renews her baptismal vows and 

makes a public commitment to be as holy as possible in order to 
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change and save mankind as Mary did.  

Mary won the “Crown of Righteousness” (2Timothy 4:8), the 
“Crown of Life” (Revelations 2:10), and the “Crown of Glo-
ry” (1Peter 5:4) which are promised to those who follow Christ.  
So each Quinceañera wears a crown on that day to remind her of 
the “Crown” that awaits her and all her companions when they 
complete their earthly sojourn as friends and followers of Christ.   
Then she completes the ceremony by bringing flowers to Our La-
dy and consecrating herself privately to be a witness for the en-
tire Church that we are children of Mary and are under her ma-
ternal protection and care.

Each Quinceañera will be enrolled in religious education 
classes, known at Saint Mary Cathedral as 

classes, at least 6 months prior to the celebration.  The 
Quinceañera must be baptized and must have received First Rec-
onciliation, First Holy Communion, and be enrolled or confirmed 
in the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Non-parishioners will need a 
letter from their parish concerning enrollment in religious educa-
tion classes. 

Quinceañeras are scheduled at least 6 months in advance, 
on one Saturday in May and one Saturday in October. 
The time will vary by date but will be either at 10 a.m., 2 p.m. 

or 7:30 p.m. Please consult the Cathedral office for the specif-
ic dates and times offered.  

There are no private quinceañeras offered at the Cathedral.  

As used in this document, 
the term “quinceañera” means 

the celebration or event of the 15th year and 
the term “Quinceañera” (capitalized) refers to 

the girl who celebrates her 15th birthday at the event.

Introduction

General Information

Prerequisites

Let it be done to me according to your 
word.” 

Christian Faith For-
mation 

•

•
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The cost for a member of the Cathedral is $500.00 and 
$1,000.00 for a non- parishioner.  This fee includes music, 
choir, professional photographer, videography, light, 

air conditioning, and flowers for the entire Church.    

A maximum of four girls are permitted to schedule 
their quinceañeras on each date.

A mandatory rehearsal is scheduled the evening before 
(Friday) at either 5:00p.m., 6:00p.m. or 7:00 p.m. and must 
be attended by the Quinceañeras and their parents.  Please 

consult the Cathedral office for the specific time of the re-
hearsal.  Punctuality is very important, as other rehearsals for 

weddings are scheduled on the same evening, and each group 
has only one hour for their rehearsal.

If the Quinceañera has a court, these young ladies and gentle-
men should also attend the rehearsal.  

One of our Cathedral coordinators for quinceañeras will be 
present at both the rehearsal and the quinceañera service to 
facilitate the event.

In summary: 

A date for the quinceañera cannot be reserved until the Cathedral 

has received the following:

Documentation of enrollment in religious education classes

Documentation of having received the sacraments of Baptism, 
First Reconciliation, and First Holy Communion

Documentation of having received the sacrament of Confir-
mation or of being enrolled in Confirmation preparation clas-
ses.

Payment for use of the Cathedral church.
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There are no dressing room facilities available at the Cathe-
dral. All persons participating in the quinceañeras must ar-
rive at the Cathedral dressed for the service.

Bubbles, rice, and flower petals ARE NOT allowed before, 
during, or after the quinceañera service.

Food, beverages (including alcohol), and tobacco are not per-
mitted in any of the Cathedral facilities. Water is the excep-

tion, but all containers and cups must be disposed of properly.

The Cathedral is not responsible for items that are lost or left 
in any part of the church facilities. We strongly recommend 
that purses and other articles of value NOT be left in the back 
of the church.

After the date for the Quinceañera is set: 

Retreat – a three-hour retreat –  will have to be arranged one or 

two weeks before the quinceañera Mass. The parents, court, and 
the young lady making the quinceañera must attend.  The parents 

or sponsors should provide a small breakfast or refreshments. 
The time will be from 9:00 a. m to 12:00 noon. Please contact the 

Cathedral office for more information on scheduling the retreat.

Flowers for the church are provided by the Cathedral.

The bouquets of roses for the presentations to Our Lady are 
provided by the Quinceañeras. 

Pew markers and aisle runners are not permitted.

Due to space limitations at the Cathedral, programs and 
guest books are not permitted.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Quinceañera Guidelines

Decoration / Flowers



5

A professional photographer will be provided by the cathe-
dral to take photographs. These will be made available for 
purchase, and you will be notified of the electronic link to 

view and order the photos and of the photographer’s other 
contact information.

After the service, the photographer will also take photographs 
of each quinceañera party in front of the altar.  Each 
Quinceañera and her party will be given 5 minutes for photo-

graphs so as to provide enough time for all four Quinceañeras 
and the services that follow.  The clergy will be available for 

photos.  You make take as much time as you like with photos 
in the front of the church or the Marian courtyard.

In order to maintain the solemnity of the Mass and Cathedral 
setting, only the photographer hired by the Cathedral will be 
permitted.

A professional videographer will be provided by the Cathedral. 

A video of the service will be made available for purchase, and 
you will be notified of the electronic link to view and order the 

photos and of the videographer’s other contact information.

In order to maintain the solemnity of the Mass and Cathedral 
setting only the videographer hired by the cathedral will be 

permitted.
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Our Spanish Mass musicians and choir will provide the music for 

the quinceañera Mass service.

Altar servers for the Mass will be provided by the Cathedral

The following is the order of the Mass service:

The clergy and altar servers, with the Quinceañeras and their 
parents, will form the processional. The Quinceañeras and 
their parents will sit in the first- row pews, and the clergy and 
altar servers will continue up to the sanctuary.

If any of the Quinceañeras have courts, these participants will 
be seated in reserved pews designated for each party.

The following quinceañera gifts are permitted: bible, rosary, 
medals. These items will be given to the Cathedral’s 
quinceañera coordinator ahead of time, who will place them 
on the altar for the clergy to bless.

No other items, including baptismal articles, will be permit-
ted.

If a Quinceañera wishes to wear a crown or tiara she can; 
however, if she wishes to have it blessed, she should do so 

Photography

Videography

Music

Altar Servers

Mass Service

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

.

Processional
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prior to the Cathedral service at her home parish or, in the 
case she is a St. Mary Cathedral parishioner, in advance of the 
quinceañera weekend.

The readings will be selected by the Cathedral clergy. 
If there is only one Quinceañera, she will be asked to select 
two lectors for the readings. If there are two, each may select 
one lector. If there are three or four Quinceañeras, the clergy 
and deacons will serve as the lectors.

It will be sung by the choir.

They will be done by the deacon and/or clergy.

by the deacon

The Quinceañeras will stand all together and come up to the 
sanctuary as a group, where they will renew their baptismal 
promises before the whole church.

The intercessions will be read by the deacon. Special addi-
tional intercessions may be given by the Quinceañeras and 
their parents to the deacon for inclusion in his recitation.

A maximum of four persons, selected by the Quinceañeras, 
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may be chosen to bring the communion gifts to the altar. 
This will be confirmed at the rehearsal.

The Quinceañeras will go up to the sanctuary to receive 
Communion under both species. The rest of the congrega-
tion will receive Communion under one species. 

Quinceañera parents and members of the quinceañera 
courts should all proceed up at Communion time. If any 
persons are not able to or do not wish to receive Commun-
ion, they will receive a blessing.

The Quinceañeras and their parents will stand for a private 
blessing. Then the Quinceañeras will proceed up to the 
sanctuary during the Ave Maria, and each will present their 
flowers to the Blessed Virgin Mother statue, one at a time.

Each Quinceañera will approach the ambo (podium) one at 
a time to read their consecration to the congregation.

After the items are blessed, they will be handed to the 
Quinceañeras, so they will have them for the recessional.

The Quinceañeras and their parents will be followed by the 
clergy and altar servers, the courts, and then the congrega-
tion.

Opening prayers

First reading, second reading

The responsorial psalm 

Gospel acclamation and reading of the gospel

Homily 

Renewal of baptismal promises

Intercessions

Offertory/bringing up of the gifts

Communion

Special blessing and presentation to the Blessed Mother

Consecration

Blessing of articles by clergy

Final blessing

Recessional

•
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